Massachusetts DG Interconnection Collaborative Working Group

Facilitator: Dr. Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates, Ltd.

Working Group Transition Monthly Meeting #2
December 11, 2012
Conference Room B: Saltonstall Bldg., 100 Cambridge Street, Boston
Draft Meeting Summary
Meeting summary is embedded under each agenda item.  To Do items highlighted in yellow.
9:00
Review Goals and Agenda for Day—Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates 

9:10
Information Tracking & Reporting—DOER & Utilities

· First monthly reporting under new format (due Dec. 15th for November) will include feeder information, but chess-clock date related information is still under development
· National Grid reviewed some of the issues working thru as change their system from current data management system to new system (STORMS), and attempt to implement new data tracking and reporting format

· NSTAR stated that likely be 3rd quarter before their new tracking system for Expedited & Standard is fully operational
· WMECo is currently using a spreadsheet based program to track dates

· Generally chess-clock tracking across utilities, esp. cumulative customer-side pauses, need to be tracked manually for time-being

· Change Construction Commitment Date to Commitment Period

· Tracking Construction timelines complicated as generally done by another part of the utility organizations

10:00
Planning for Technical Advisory Committee—WG Discussion
· Membership—Nominations (Technical Standards Review Group)
· NGRID—Babak  (Chair?)
· NSTAR—Mike
WMECo—Cindy

· Unitil—John or Paul

· Michael Coddington, NREL (Gov’t)

· Michael Conway, Borrego (DG)

· Reid Sprite, Source One (DG)

· Each can have alternate or proxy (or bring in others from organization/cluster on issue by issue basis) but consistency is important 
· Chair/Facilitation options

· Chair (utility)/Vice-Chair (non-utility or other)

· Secretary (someone other than 7 voting members)—Mtg summary, other tasks?

· Agenda First Meeting—(6 items from page 30 on report; other?)
· Finalize by-laws

· IEEE 1547 Standards Update

· 6 Items on page 30 plus Group Studies (threshold) plus definition of “significant”

· Current requirements of each utility
· Mini-Strategic Plan for how to tackle each issue

· Some prioritization

· Update on Utility Review of Their Technical Standards

· Other issues—Quorum, notice—Non-utility parties will circulate draft by-laws by year-end
· First meeting logistics: Where, when, next steps
· NSTAR & NGRID rotate hosting; schedule main meetings ahead; likely have conference calls; January 28 (or 29th) June 25 (or 26); 9 A.M. to 1 P. M. Check w/Mike Coddington on dates, and utilities choose location.
11:15
Initial Applicant Withdrawal Process

· Do we need to wait for DPU order?

· NSTAR/WMECo developing draft withdrawal letter, waiting for DPU order before activating

· NGRID—Have been sending out withdrawal letters—quite a few have been withdrawn.  Still more to do.

· Unitil—Have very few stale projects, and waiting for DPU order before sending letter to customers 

· Preparation and schedule

· Review letter at January meeting

· Send out after DPU approves utility-specific compliance filing tariffs

12:00
Updates:

· Insurance & Tax Mark-Up—DOER and Utilities

· Mtg. w/DCAM.  Tax mark-up wouldn’t require changes to tariff.  Insurance more discussion needed among utilities—should there no longer be requirement for additional insurance for DG?  Need to finish deliberating and then report to DPU.  Shouldn’t hold up redlined tariff.
· Mapping and Recent Rural Electrification Upgrade RFP—DOER Work
· Look at rural areas—how distribution systems (e.g., 3-phase/1-phase) impact DG.  Peregrine consultant. Includes interviews w/utilities.  Utilities would like to review draft of report.
· Other updates

12:30
Planning for January Meeting and Beyond, & Next Steps

· See draft of agenda (attached)
1:00 
Adjourn

Massachusetts DG Interconnection Collaborative Working Group

Facilitator: Dr. Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates, Ltd.

Working Group Transition Monthly Meeting #3

January 22, 2013

Conference Call: (866) 576-7975 Code:  175495
Discussion Draft Agenda
9:00
Review Goals and Agenda for Day—Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates 

9:10
Updates:

· Information Tracking & Reporting

· Technical Advisory Committee

· Initial Applicant Withdrawal Process draft letter)

· Insurance & Tax Mark-Up—DOER and Utilities

· Mapping and Recent Rural Electrification (on Upgrade RFP—DOER Work
· Other updates??
10:10
Dealing With Stacked Projects thru Group Studies or Other Means

· Strategy for tackling this issue (over 3 more mtgs.)

11:15
Trainings and Online Modules—Utility-lead (approach, types, dates)

11:50
Planning for February Meeting and Beyond, & Next Steps

12:00 
Adjourn

MA DG Interconnection Collaborative Working Group Website: http://massdg.raabassociates.org
Facilitator, Dr. Jonathan Raab, Raab Associates, Ltd., 118 South St. #3A, Boston MA 02111 

Tel: 617-350-5544, Fax: 617-350-6655 

Email: raab@raabassociates.org or susan@raabassociates.org
www.RaabAssociates.org
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